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Dear friends and supporters,

Welcome to the latest edition of Club Fermoy and to the final weeks of Dancer
touring from the National Portrait Gallery. A rich photographic history of Australia’s
dance companies and stars of the stage, the exhibition also illustrates the
everyday joy of dance across many cultures and all ages. Throughout August,
Fermoy House remains open for guided tours and on Saturday, 30 August, Best in
Show 2025: Australian Photographic Dog Prize opens! Established by DRG to
recognise David Roche’s life in the canine world and Australia’s obsession with
dogs, this inaugural prize offers a heartwarming view of our favourite pets and
show dogs. Congratulations to all the finalists, and don’t miss the fully illustrated
‘dogalogue’ available during the exhibition.

Continue reading to find out more about our SALA exhibition Frisson in Silence by
ceramist Marlize de Klerk, which can be viewed for free in the Roman room of
Fermoy House. And please support our living artists this August by purchasing a
work of art at one of the many wonderful SALA shows. If you haven’t done so
already, why not also take the opportunity to join our membership programme
which gives you first access to our lectures and events all at a discounted rate.

Best wishes,

Robert Reason
Director, David Roche Gallery


https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/

Final Days! Ends August 16

Don’t miss your final opportunity to Featuring 52 works from the National
experience Dancer - A National Portrait Gallery’s collection of dance
Portrait Gallery exhibition. From legends, including Irina Baronova,
letting loose in the loungeroom to Robert Helpmann, Helene Kirsova,
enthralling audiences on stage, this Graeme Murphy, Gideon Obarzanek,
exhibition celebrates dance and Anna Pavlova, Marilyn Rowe and
dancers. Capturing the beauty of Janet Vernon. Open Tuesday to
movement, self-expression and Saturday, 10am-4pm. Book your
connection, the works on display are tickets today!

collaboratively curated and
choreographed by the National

Portrait Gallery together with a group DETAILS AND TICKETS
of local dancers.

Dancer is a National Portrait Gallery touring NATI ONAL _
.. Australian Government

exhibition, supported by the National e s
Collecting Institutions Touring and Outreach Pu RT RAIT T Agpad®* National Collecting Institutions

Program, an Australian Government program GA I_I_ E RY Touring & Qutreach Program

aiming to improve access to the national

collections for all Australians.



https://events.humanitix.com/dancer-a-national-portrait-gallery-touring-exhibition

About the Speaker

Susannah Fullerton has been
President of the Jane Austen
Society of Australia for the past 30
years. She is a popular lecturer
around Australia and overseas on
the topic of famous writers and
their works. Susannah leads very
popular literary tours for
Australians Studying Abroad.

Sisters of Tragedy
Thursday 14 August 2025, 6:00pm

The story of the Brontés, a tragic
and brilliant family, is one of the
most fascinating tales in all of
English literature. Discover the
extraordinary story of the Bronté
sisters, Charlotte, Emily, and Anne,
who grew up in a bleak Yorkshire
parsonage expecting to become
governesses. Instead, they wrote
seven powerful, passionate, violent
and feminist novels.

Susannah Fullerton brings their
tragic, brilliant lives to light with
dramatic readings, vivid visuals, and
insight into the repressive Victorian
world they defied.

She is the author of several books
about Jane Austen. Her new book,
due out in October, is Great Writers
and the Cats Who Owned Them,
published by the Bodleian Library
in Oxford. In 2017 she was awarded
the Medal of the Order of Australia
for service to literature as an
author, lecturer and historian.
Limited tickets available!



DETAILS AND TICKETS

Join ceramic artist Marlize de
Klerk in the Roman Room from
3pm this Saturday for a discussion
about her practice and the work
she has created for Frisson in
Silence, on display at David Roche
Gallery as part of SALA 2025.

Klerk’s ceramic practice explores
memory, emotion, and sensory
experience through sculptural
porcelain vessels. Created through
repetition, each piece becomes a
site of quiet listening - attending
to material, memory, and what is
unspoken but felt. Space is
limited, secure your tickets today.

DETAILS AND TICKETS

UPCOMING

EXHIBITION


https://events.humanitix.com/literary-lecture-series-susannah-fullerton
https://events.humanitix.com/sala-25-artist-talk

BEST IN SHOW 2025: Australian Photographic Dog Prize
30 August—25 October

Get ready for Best in Show 2025: Australian Photographic Dog Prize,
celebrating the many ways dogs continue to play a central role in our lives.
Selected finalists’ photographs are exhibited in four distinct categories—dog
portraits, dogs and companions, dogs in action, and puppies. A moving and
joyful tribute to our four-legged companions you won’t want to miss, starting
30 August. The exhibition offers a first prize of $5000 and the young
photographer a first prize of $500. Visit the exhibition and vote for the
People’s Choice Award of $500. Co-judges for Best in Show 2025 are Robert
Reason, Director of David Roche Gallery and Alex Cearns OAM. Alex is an
internationally renowned animal photographer and respected judge based in
Perth. More details to come.
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Historically, August was a busy time at Fermoy Kennels, with a special focus on
preparing the animals selected to compete in the Royal Adelaide Show. The
attention to detail in grooming the dogs to best present their conformation, as
well as general competition readiness, contributed to the enduring success of
Fermoy Kennels in the ring. David Roche was also a Judge at the show on many
occasions. In an echo to those days the team at David Roche Gallery are deep in
preparation for the inaugural finalist exhibition Best in Show 2025: Australian
Photographic Dog Prize, which opens to the public on Saturday 30 August.

When you visit the Royal Adelaide Show this year you will see new boards
surrounding the competition ring that acknowledge David Roche’s connection to

this important canine event. Don’t forget to set a date to visit the Gallery as well,
where you will see over 70 photographs shortlisted for Best in Show 2025!

Highland Ben
Edward Corbet

The Gallery recently received correspondence with the biographer of Australian-
born artist Edith Corbet, advising that an equine portrait, Highland Ben, was not
her work. This prompted a re-examination of the painting, revealing the
fascinating story of a little-known animal painter.

Highland Ben is thought to have been acquired by David Roche in 1986. A
misspelling of the artist’s signature in early catalogues of David Roche’s collection
suggests that the artist was not known. The painting was later attributed to Edith
Corbet’s hand citing two equine portraits held in the Suffolk Punch Heavy Horse
Museum in Woodbridge, Suffolk, and other equine portraits that had passed
through auction houses and galleries. However, as the biographer pointed out,
Edith Corbet could not have painted this work, as she did not marry fellow artist
Matthew Ridley Corbet until 1891, seven years after Highland Ben was painted.

Further research has uncovered the true artist: Edward Corbet. Born in Selbourne,
Hampshire 1824, Edward was the second son of Welsh horse breeder Vincent
Corbet. He began painting horses as early as 1841 and collaborated closely with
his brother Henry Corbet, a leading agricultural editor of the Mark Lane Express
and The Farmer’s Magazine, which frequently published engravings of Edward’s



animal portraits cut by Edward Hacker. Henry and Edward Corbet were also
instrumental in establishing the Alexandra Park Horse Show, and Edward is known
to have painted several prize winners.

The robust build of Highland Ben suggests that the bay stallion was a working
horse, and his name may connect him to Highland Pony bloodlines. Proven
pedigrees for Highland Ponies are rare for this period, affording future
opportunities to examine this work and its history. Until then, the painting can be
admired by all in the Kitchen at Fermoy House.



https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochefoundation.com.au/membership/

Give the gift of art, history and inspiration
with a DRG Gift Card. Whether it’s a house
tour, exhibition tickets or a special find
from the Gallery Shop, it’s a thoughtful way
to treat someone special to a memorable
experience!
$20 - $100

View

Stay dry this winter season with the David
Roche Gallery Umbrella range. Stand out
from the crowd with three different unique
designs to choose from. Its large cover will
keep you out of the rain all winter long.
$35

SHOP ONLINE TODAY

HIGHLIGHTS AT OTHER HOUSE MUSEUMS

THE CEDARS

A guided tour of The Cedars is a
wonderful way to explore the home
and art studios of renowned
Australian artist Hans Heysen and
family. Learn the stories behind the
art of Hans and daughter Nora
Heysen, their family and lives at The
Cedars and the extraordinary legacy
and influence they had on art,
culture and the environment. The
knowledgeable and passionate
guides bring the Heysen stories to
life providing visitors with an
understanding and love for this very
special place. As a special add-on to

CARRICK HILL

The Carrick Hill Antiques Roadshow
August 22 2025 | $30

Join our expert panel as they reveal
secrets behind antique treasures.
Curators, Timothy Roberts, James
Bruce, and Dr Ellen Whitton with MC
Richard Heathcote, each will present
three pieces, but there’s a twist:
they’ll try to mislead you! Can you
spot which item is Good, Better or
Best?


https://www.rochegallery.com.au/product-category/gift-cards/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/product-category/accessories/
https://www.rochefoundation.com.au/shop/

your tour, indulge in a charming
Devonshire tea, served in beautiful MORE INFORMATION
vintage china as you overlook the
serene gardens.

The Rose in Art

August 13-30 November 2025 |
$20

A bold new exhibition traces the
cultural life of the rose from ancient
myth to modern icon. Featuring
classical sculpture, still life painting,
and contemporary art, with highlights
such as Meissen porcelain, Fantin
Latour and Elsa Schiaparelli. Whether
adored, cultivated, worn, or mass-
MORE INFORMATION produced, the rose continues to
captivate.

MORE INFORMATION

Your donation will help David Roche
Gallery reach its full potential to
acquire works of art and present
innovative exhibitions that will add to
the cultural life of South Australia.
Donations over $2 are tax
deductible.

No matter how large or small, your
gift will help us do more.

DONATE TODAY

Images in this newsletter: Club Fermoy Banner: Rex Wood, Geelong Grammar graduation portrait of David J Roche c. 1948, oil on
canvas. The David Roche Collection. Exhibition: Beau Dean Riley Smith, Wiradjuri and Gamilaraay nations, Bennelong 2017, from the
series ‘Space in between’ by Jacob Nash. National Portrait Gallery. Upcoming Event: Portrait of Susannah Fullerton OAM FRSN
(image supplied). Patrick Branwell Bronté (1817-1848) artist, The Bronté Sisters c.1834 (detail), oil on canvas. National Portrait
Gallery, London, NPG 1725. Marlize: Marlize de Klerk, A fluttering 2025, hand-built ceramic. Photo: Michael Haines Photography.
Upcoming Exhibition: Julie Brown, Look at that tongue, 2024. Courtesy of the artist. Canine Tidbit: David Roche exhibiting English,

Irish, and Australian Champion Granemore Shandon at the Royal Adelaide Show, mid-1970s. Barkleigh Shute, photographer. From


https://events.humanitix.com/guided-tour
https://www.carrickhill.sa.gov.au/events/the-carrick-hill-antiques-roadshow
https://www.carrickhill.sa.gov.au/events/the-rose-in-art
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/giving/

the Collection: Edward Corbet (Britain 1824-1899), Highland Ben, 1884, oil on canvas. Museums: Heysen, The Cedars, House Tour
Website. DRG Membership banner: Germany, Armchair (Fauteuil) c. 1750, oak, pine, gilt, replacement silk upholstery. The David
Roche Collection. DRG Shop banner: George Bullock, Specimen table c. 1815, Brazilian rosewood, brass, gilt bronze, hardstones.
The David Roche Collection. Giving: Hubley Manufacturing Company (manufacturer), Daniel Cooke (inventor) ‘ Trick Dog’

mechanical money box, designed 1888. The David Roche Collection.

DAVID ROCHE GALLERY FERMOY HOUSE TOURS
TUESDAY - SATURDAY

10AM - 12PM - 2PM
David Roche Gallery
continues the work of The 241 Melbourne St’

. GALLERY OPEN
David Roche Foundation, North Adelalde,

o o o TUESDAY - SATURDAY
established in 1999 by David Sth. Australia 5006 TN =
J Roche AM (1930-2013).

DRG acknowledges the Kaurna people as the traditional owners of the Adelaide
region. We recognise and respect Kaurna heritage, beliefs and spiritual relationship
with Country, and we pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging.
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