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Dear friends and supporters,

In 2025, the Art Deco style has been celebrating its 100th anniversary from

its origins at the Paris International Exhibition of Modern Decorative and

Industrial Arts. With its assured lines, symmetry, bold colours, exotic and

modern materials, the style flourished and developed internationally,

reaching Australia’s shores, where it was embraced nationally. Art Deco: A

Modern Vision opens Saturday, 8 November, and is a joyful celebration of art

deco glass, sculpture, fashion, ceramics, and much more from France and

England. Curated by DRG, much-loved art deco icons of Adelaide also make

an appearance, as well as Australia’s home-grown art deco style of the 1930s

and 40s. Don’t wait another 100 years for an exhibition like this!

A range of programmes complement Art Deco: A Modern Vision, including our

ever-popular monthly Friday ‘tea and tour’ and a special twilight evening on

4 December, where you can hear from the Adelaide Chapter of the Art Deco

& Modernism Society of Australia. Read further for details and visit our

website events calendar.  

When you visit DRG over the next few months, you may also notice a range

of building activities taking place as we begin phase one of the

redevelopment project. This exciting opportunity will allow us to introduce a

café to DRG, redesign the shop, make significant operational improvements,

and restore DRG’s heritage maisonette to the east of Fermoy House. I look

forward to sharing further details as the work progresses over the summer.  

Enjoy reading more in this month’s newsletter, then visit Art Deco: A Modern

Vision and start your Christmas shopping with our unique gifts, vouchers, or

https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/


memberships that keep on giving.

Best wishes,

Robert Reason

Director, David Roche Gallery

UPCOM ING  EXH I B I T I ON

8 November 2025–31 January 2026

Discover the origins of Art Deco, its

global journey, and see how this

distinctive style became a part of

everyday Australian life. Art Deco: A

Modern Vision celebrates 100 years of

glamour, innovation, and design. Step

back in time and discover exquisite

fashion, sculpture, ceramics,

paintings, and much more.

Open from 8 November 2025 to 31

January 2026. Tuesday to Saturday,

10am–4pm. Plan your visit today.

DETAILS  AND  TICKETS

UPCOM ING  EVENT

Twilight
Evening

https://jaynebailes@rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/exhibitions/art-deco-a-modern-vision/


at David Roche
Gallery

Thursday 4 December, 5:00pm

Join us for our Twilight Evening, when

we open late just for you! Enjoy

viewing Art Deco: A Modern Vision, a

joyful celebration of art deco glass,

sculpture, fashion, ceramics, and

much more from France and England.

Enjoy a lightning talk by Di Kempster,

collector and committee member of

the Art Deco & Modernism Society of

Australia (SA Chapter), and delight in

cheerful Christmas carols by award-

winning a cappella group, High Spirits

Harmony.

Whether you are unable to visit the

gallery during the day, or you love

unique experiences to share with

friends or family, our Twilight Evening

is not to be missed. Gather your

friends and celebrate the start of

summer together at DRG!

DETAILS  AND  TICKETS

UPCOM ING  EVENT

Tea & Tours
with exhibition
curator, Tim Roberts

https://www.rochegallery.com.au/events/twilight-evening-viewing-of-art-deco-a-modern-vision/


28 November |  12 December | 23 January

Enjoy tea and coffee in the Roman

Room from 10:30am then embark on a

tour of Art Deco: A Modern Vision led

by exhibition curator Timothy Roberts.

Learn about the fascinating origins of

Art Deco and how this distinctive style

became a part of everyday Australian

life.

Our Friday Tea & Tour is among our

most popular events, so book your

ticket now to avoid missing out.

DETAILS  AND  TICKETS

FROM  THE  ARCH I V ES

Mrs. Dorinda
Roche charm
bracelet

In July, Erin, Assistant Curator at DRG, began working at the storage site,

documenting, measuring, packing, and clearing items to prepare the site for

renovation. Some of these objects were accumulated intentionally by Mr. Roche as

part of his collection, while others were objects from his everyday life, such as his

kitchenware and his CDs. Erin said, “What struck me the most weren’t just the

incredible and beautiful things (of which, of course, there are many), but the

personal objects. Such as the items Mr. Roche had written on or circled in his

infamous red texta, photographs of his beloved dogs, and souvenirs he collected

during his travels.” One of the items Erin discovered was this charm bracelet that

belonged to David’s mother, Dorinda Roche. She was clearly a proud Leo, and

there are some beautiful antique ornaments added, but there are two particularly

important charms on this bracelet that meant a lot to both David and his mother.

These two charms refer to Kay Finch’s Afghan Hound, Champion Zardonx, winning

Best in Show in 1957 and 1958. At this time, David was judging internationally, and

his mother was able to join him on these trips to share their joint passion for

dogs. Not long after, they would pool funds to buy and co-own the legendary

Mazari of Carloway, beginning Fermoy Kennels.

https://www.rochegallery.com.au/events/tea-and-tour/


Roche
(Viscount
Fermoy)
family crest

Another item discovered is this round steel die engraved with the family crest of

the Viscount Fermoy Roches, the Lords of Fermoy in north Cork, who were

expelled and removed from their properties in the late 1600s due to Catholic

insurgency. This canting crest shows a sea bird standing with wings spread on a

rocky outcrop (Roche being the old French derivative of rock), holding a roach fish

out of the water with one claw, fish being a common symbol for Christ. The crest

is often matched with the motto “Mon Dieu est ma roche” / “My God is my rock”.

https://www.rochegallery.com.au/


DRG Members enable us to maintain David Roche's exquisite collection,

present world-class exhibitions, program lectures with expert guest

speakers and to fulfil our vision as a centre of excellence and a leader in

decorative arts in Australia. By becoming a DRG Member, you will meet like-

minded enthusiasts who share your passion for art and history, and receive

many great benefits including:

25% discount off full price house tour ticket (4 times per year) and full

price exhibition entry fee • 10% discount off full price purchases in the

Gallery shop (excluding the online shop) and 10% off full price DRG Lecture

Series tickets • Invitations to exclusive tours and special events • Advance

notice of DRG programs and events • Members only events & trips.

SIGN  UP ONLINE  TODAY

Shower Steamers

Spice up your shower routine with

our new shower steamers,

available in Mandarin & Orange or

Rose & Peppermint

SHOP ONLINE  TODAY

Gift Card

Spoil your loved ones this

Christmas with a DRG gift card,

redeemable on house tours,

exhibition tickets and items from

the Gallery Shop.

https://www.rochefoundation.com.au/membership/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/product/shower-steamer-mandarin-orange/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/


SHOP ONLINE  TODAY

H IGHL I GHTS  AT  OTHER  HOUSE  MUSEUMS

THE CEDARS

The Cedars - Heysen house

Guided Tour | $22

In the heart of Adelaide Hills is the

beautiful, historic home and property

of renowned Australian artists, the

Heysen family. A visit to The Cedars is

an unforgettable look at an Australian

cultural treasure and one of the

world’s few fully preserved historic

artists’ homes and studios containing

the original working and living spaces

of both Hans and Nora Heysen and

their family.

MORE  INFORMATION

CARRICK HILL

The Rose in Art

Ticketed Exhibition | $20

A bold new exhibition at Carrick Hill

traces the cultural life of the rose

from ancient myth to modern icon.

Exploring the powerful symbolism of

the rose from religious art and genre

painting to high fashion and pop

culture—from the worship of

Aphrodite to the iconic Barbie.

Featuring highlights such as Meissen

porcelain, Fantin Latour and Elsa

Schiaparelli.

MORE  INFORMATION

YOUR  G I F T  HELPS  US  DO  MORE

Your donation will help David Roche

Gallery reach its full potential to

acquire works of art and present

innovative exhibitions that will add to

the cultural life of South Australia.

https://www.rochegallery.com.au/product/gift-card/
https://events.humanitix.com/guided-tour
https://www.carrickhill.sa.gov.au/events/the-rose-in-art


Donations over $2 are tax

deductible.

No matter how large or small, your

gift will help us do more.

DONATE  TODAY

Images in this newsletter: Club Fermoy Banner: Rex Wood, Geelong Grammar graduation portrait of David J Roche c. 1948, oil on

canvas. The David Roche Collection. Exhibition: René Lalique, Suzanne, 1925, glass. Private collection. Tea, Talk & Tour: Bakewell

Brothers, ‘Pontiac’ tea set, c.1940, glazed earthenware. Private collection.  Museums: Heysen, The Cedars, House Tour Website. DRG

Membership banner: Germany, Armchair (Fauteuil) c. 1750, oak, pine, gilt, replacement silk upholstery. The David Roche

Collection. DRG Shop banner: George Bullock, Specimen table c. 1815, Brazilian rosewood, brass, gilt bronze, hardstones. The David

Roche Collection. Giving: Hubley Manufacturing Company (manufacturer), Daniel Cooke (inventor) ‘Trick Dog’ mechanical money

box, designed 1888. The David Roche Collection.

David Roche Gallery

continues the work of The

David Roche Foundation,

established in 1999 by David

J Roche AM (1930–2013).

DAVID ROCHE GALLERY

_________

241 Melbourne St,

North Adelaide,

Sth. Australia 5006

FERMOY HOUSE TOURS

TUESDAY – SATURDAY

10AM – 12PM – 2PM

_________

GALLERY OPEN

TUESDAY – SATURDAY

10AM – 4PM

DRG acknowledges the Kaurna people as the traditional owners of the Adelaide

region. We recognise and respect Kaurna heritage, beliefs and spiritual relationship

with Country, and we pay our respect to Elders past, present and emerging.

https://facebook.com/DavidRocheGallery
https://facebook.com/DavidRocheGallery
https://instagram.com/david_roche_gallery
https://instagram.com/david_roche_gallery
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/giving/
https://www.rochegallery.com.au/
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